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UM RESEARCH CONFERENCE AWARD WINNERS ANNOUNCED 
MISSOULA—
University of Montana undergraduate researchers presented more than 130 projects at 
UM’s annual conference held on campus April 4.
This year’s conference awards went to the following students for their poster 
presentations:
■ Life Sciences: Lisa Marron for “Test-Retest Reliability of the Closed Kinetic Chain 
Upper Extremity Stability Test: A Clinical Field Test of College Students.” Marron 
majors in athletic training. Mentor: UM health and human performance Assistant 
Professor Valerie Rich.
■ Physical Sciences: Hilary Martens for “Molecular Oxygen Ions in Saturn’s Inner 
Magnetosphere for the First 24 Cassini Orbits.” Martens majors in music and physics. 
Mentor: physics Associate Professor Daniel Reisenfeld.
■ Social Sciences: Katie Baumler for “From Beyond the Grave: Analysis of a Historic 
Burial on Cherry Street.” Baumler majors in anthropology. Mentor: social work 
Professor Janet Finn.
The following students won awards for their oral presentations:
■ Life Sciences: Anicka Kratina-Hathaway for “Peak Predators at Risk: Mercury 
Levels in Western Montana Ospreys.” Kratina-Hathaway majors in biology. 
Mentor: biological sciences Professor Erick Greene.
■ Physical Sciences: Cleo Woelfle-Erskine for “The Influence of Historical Land Use 
Changes on Channel Morphology at the Blackfoot-Clark Fork River Confluence.”
Woelfle-Erskine majors in environmental studies and geosciences. Mentor: geosciences 
Assistant Professor Andrew Wilcox.
- Social Sciences: Laura Buchholtz for “The Impact of Modern Standard Arabic on 
Conventional Arabic Dialects.” Buchholtz majors in English and linguistics. Mentor: 
anthropology Assistant Professor Leora Bar-el.
■ Humanities: Ahva Potticary for “Tiny Little Fractures.” Potticary majors in 
psychology. Mentor: English Lecturer Robert Stubblefield.
- Fine Arts: Maria Giarrizzo for “Theatrical Process and Product: Relative Effects on 
Children’s Story Comprehension.” Giarrizzo majors in acting. Mentor: drama Adjunct 
Assistant Professor Ann Wright.
Award winners will receive a $100 certificate to The Bookstore at UM.
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